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House Restores Full Amount 
Of Appropriations for FDA 


After a week of debate, the House 
on April 4 completed action and passed 
the bill making appropriations for a 
number of federal agencies including 
the Food and Drug Administration. 
As sent to the Senate, the bill pro- 
vides $9,300,000 for the FDA, the full 
amount of the budget estimate and 
the amount recommended by the House 
Appropriations Committee. 


In a tentative action the House 
had cut $1,327,000 from FDA funds, 
by an 83-82 standing vote. On the 
roll call vote prior to passage of the 
bill, the tentative action was rejected, 
285-130, and the full amount of the 
$9, 300,000 for FDA remained in the 
bill. 


N.C.A. Petitions for Standards 
For Dietetic Canned Fruits 


The N. C. A. proposed this week, in 
a petition to the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, that the 
standards of identity for certain 
canned fruits be amended to provide 
for the use of artificial sweeteners. 


The N.C.A. petition would amend 
the standards for canned apricots, 
cherries, figs, fruit cocktail, peaches, 
and pears so as to vermit the market- 
ing of these artificially sweetened 
canned fruits as standardized prod- 
ucts, 


During the past few years permits 
for experimental shipments of vari- 
ous canned fruits employing artificial 
sweeteners have been issued by the 
FDA to a number of canners. 


The result of the experimental dis- 
tribution of these products has been 
to show a very definite need for and 
demand by the consumers of the 
United States for artificially sweet- 
ened canned fruits, the N.C.A. peti- 
tion states. 

If the application is favorably re- 
ceived, the proposal will be published 
and will form the basis of an order 
to be published subsequently, amend- 
ing the existing standards. Barring 


objections leading to a public hearing. 
the order would become effective 60 
days after publication in the Federa! 
Revister. 


Compulsory USDA Inspection 
Of Poultry Would Begin in 1958 


All poultry and poultry products 
intended for shipment in interstate 
commerce would be inspected for 
wholesomeness and adulteration under 
terms of a bill just reported by the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture. The 
bill is to come before the Senate next 
week. 

The bill, 8.1747, would be known as 
the “Poultry Products Inspection 
Act.” It would provide for compul- 
sory inspection of poultry and poultry 
products by the USDA, the mainte- 
nance of sanitary facilities and prac- 
tices, and correct and informative 
labeling. 

The legislation is the outgrowth of 
hearings and recommendations by in- 
dustry, USDA, and FDA, and its en- 
actment is favored by both govern- 
ment agencies. 


The bill would require such ante- 
mortem inspection as the Secretary of 
Agriculture deems necessary, and 
would require a postmortem inspec- 
tion of each carcass processed in an 
“official establishment” processing 
poultry or poultry products. Poultry 
found to be unwholesome or adulter- 
ated is to be condemned and destroyed 
for human food purposes. 


All shipping containers would be 
labeled with the official inspection 
mark and approved plant number of 
the processing plant. Each imme- 
diate container would bear, in addi- 
tion to the material required on the 
shipping container, the name of the 
product, a statement of ingredients if 
fabricated from two or more in- 
gredients, a statement of any artificial 
flavoring, artificial coloring, or chemi- 
cal preservative it bears or contains, 
the quantity, and the name and ad- 
dress of either the processing plant 
or the distributor. The Secretary 
might permit variation or exemption 
from these requirements insofar as 
they do not conflict with the Food and 
Drug Act. 

False or misleading labeling would 
be prohibited, and the Secretary 
would be authorized to direct the 
modification of any label so that it 
will not be false or misleading. 


The legislation is written so as to 
cover all establishments processing 


poultry or products for shipment in 
interstate commerce and in major 
consuming areas as well. The USDA 
would have discretionary authority, 
after public hearings, to designate the 
major consuming areas where poultry 
or poultry products “are handled or 
consumed in such volume as to affect 
the movement of inspected poultry or 
poultry products in interstate com- 
merce,” 

The poultry inspection program 
would be available on January 1, 
1958, to anyone who applies for it, 
but would not be mandatory until Jan- 
uary 1, 1959. Processors receiving 
USDA inspection under the present 
voluntary program would not be 
entitled to have inspection costs borne 
by the government under this 
tion until January 1, 1958. USDA 
has estimated the cost of the program 
during the fiscal year 1958 at 
$4,750,000 and the cost for fiscal year 
1959 at $7,750,000 to $10 million. 


Three Squares Film Viewed by 
10,704 in 192 Total Showings 


There have been 192 showings to 
10,704 persons of the color motion pic- 
ture, “The Three Squares,” project of 

C. A. Consumer and Trade Re- 
lations Program, since the film was 
first put into distribution last fall. 
Details of eight other showings, held 
in March, are not in yet. 

Circulation of prints is being 
handled from three places — the 
N. C. A. Information Division; the film 
libraries of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture; and the New York of- 
fices of Dudley-Anderson-Yutzy, the 
public relations agency assigned to 
the C. & T. R. Program. 

The Information Division records 
show, as of April 1, 100 showings of 
prints circulated by them, total 
audiences 6,460. 

The Motion Picture Service of 
USDA advises that 25 of their 73 
film libraries report a total of 177 
showings to 3,802 persons. 

Prints handled by the DAY office 
have enjoyed 15 showings to a total 
of 942 persons in the following groups 
(listed are those not previously re- 
ported in the INFORMATION LETTER) : 


New York City magazine food 
editors; Food Editors Conference; 
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personnel of the Julian Gross Adver- 
tising Agency; horticulture class at 
University of Massachusetts; promo- 
tion personnel of Continental Can 
Company, American Can Company, 
Owens-Illinois, U. 8. Steel Company; 
Dale Carnegie Training Class; ware- 
house and sales promotion personnel 
of the American Stores Company; 
and the Glass Container Manufac- 
turers Institute. 


The USDA also reports the follow- 
ing 25 television showings of the 
black and white version of “The 
Three Squares,” October 1 through 
December 81, 1956: 

WTOP-TV — Washin 
KSTP-TV — Minneapolis, 
WKON-TV — Madison, Wis.; 
TV — Pueblo, 
Evansville, Ind.; 

WSIX-TV — Nashville, Tenn. 
KMID-TV—Midland, Texas; WMT 
—Madison, Wis.; KMJ-TV — Fresno, 
Calif.; KPSA.TV — Ark. 


n, D. C.; 
KCSsJ- 
Colo. WFIE-TV— 


KTTS-TV — Springfiel Mo.; 
KTXL-TV — An wingheld, Texas; 
WSAU-TV — wei KEPR- 
TV — Pasco, CT-TV— 


Greenville, N. C.; 

WBLN-TV — Bloomington, III.; 
KCOR-TV —San Antonio, Texas (2 
Rowena); WEAU-TV — Eau Claire, 

Wis. ; AR-TV — Baltimore, Md., 
KFSD-TV—San Diego, Calif.; 

WORA-TV—Mayaguez, Puerto 
Rico; KXLY-TV — Spokane, Wash.; 
KTVH-TV—Hutchinson, Kans.; and 
KCOP-TV—Hollywood, Calif. 


Parade 
Appearing in the April 7 issue of 
Parade magazine is article 


“Mocha Plum Pie” by Parade’s food 
editor, Beth Merriman. Canned 
purple plums are featured in the 
recipe. 

Miss Merriman describes the pie 
as “a new taste treat for your whole 
family,” and goes on to say, “As de- 
lightful to see as it is delicious to 
taste, this Mocha Plum Pie will please 
you and yours as a quick dessert with 
a party look.” The finished pie is 
shown in a black and white photo- 
graph and two smaller photographs 
show how to make it. 


MacFadden Publications 


Canned tomatoes and tomato prod- 
ucts are featured in an article in the 
April issue of True Story magazine 
and tuna is featured in an article in 
the March issue of True Experience, 
magazine. Both magazines are pub- 
lished by the MacFadden Publica- 
tions, Inc. 


Esther Foley, home service direc- 
tor, entitles the article in True Story 


“Color is Flavor.” Five recipes use 
tomato sauce, two use tomato paste, 
one uses tomato juice, and one in- 
clades both canned tomatoes and 
ketchup. A full page color photo- 
graph, showing two of the prepared 
dishes, illustrates the article. 

In True Experience magazine, Miss 
Foley titles her article “Glorify Tuna 
Fish.” Six recipes are given, each 
using tuna as the main ingredient. 
In addition, canned mushrooms, pi- 
— and mushroom soup are 


Charm 
The March issue of Charm maga- 
zine carries the feature entitled “Corn 
and its complements.” Its recipes 
use both canned and frozen corn, and 


Charlotte Adams, food editor and 
author of the article introduces the 16 
recipes with an interesting bit of 
the background history of corn and 
résumé of the ways that it is found 
on the market. Full-page color pho- 
tographs add to the interest of the 
article. 

Both canned whole kernel and cream 
style corn are used in the recipes. 
Along with corn, the following canned 
foods are used: clams, cream 
chicken soup, shrimp, tuna, pimientos, 
tomatoes, cream of mushroom soup, 
mushrooms, tomato sauce, red cab- 
bage, and chicken. 


Special Television Release 


The various contributions made by 
the canned foods industry to modern 
living in America were featured in a 
special television script for use in 
March and April, which has been dis- 
tributed to 235 TV stations. 

Related to the 50th Anniversary of 
N. C. A., the text has references to the 
wide variety of canned foods, growth 
in per capita consumption, economic 
importance, and many other direct 
services to the consumer. The release 
is part of the N. C. A. Consumer and 
Trade Relations Program. 


Nuclear Test Publicity 


The favorable results achieved by 
canned foods tested under nuclear 
blast conditions at the Nevada test 
site of the Atomic Energy Commission 
were reported in a news feature arti- 
cle in the March 6 issue of the Ameri- 
can Metal Market. The article parti- 


cularly brought out the points made 
by Dr. E 


P. Laug, the Food and 


Drug Administration representative 
in his recent official summary. Dr. 
Laug direeted the food tests, including 
those on canned foods carried out by 
a technical crew from the N.C.A. Re- 
search Laboratories along with mem- 
bers from Can Manufacturers Insti- 
tute and the Glass Container Manu- 
facturers Institute. 


1956 Pack of Spinach 
and Other Greens 


The 1956 pack of canned spinach 
totaled 6,281,539 actual cases com- 
pared with the 1955 pack of 5,829,400 
cases, according to a report by the 
N. C. A. Division of Statistics. 

The Division also has issued reports 
on the 1956 packs of turnip greens, 
mustard greens, and other greens. 


1955 1956 
(actual cases) 
66 60 5,899,400 6,281,540 
Turnip green s 1,335 688 1.282.340 
Mustard greens....... 706 584 084 
466.680 982,151 
SPINACH 
State 1055 1956 
(actual cases) 
236 4086 278 878 
Ark., Mo., and Okla. 1,408,136 1,006 r 
California............ 3,206,006 3,165,435 
Other states.......... 888.160 1,170,389 


Tenn., Tex., Va., Wash., and Wis. 


Btate 1055 1956 
(actual cases) 
100.212 100.641 
Maryland............ 61,351 57 90 
Osarks..... 762,454 620,165 
Other states 411,671 404,54 
1.846. 668 1,282,340 
Other states include Calif., Fla., Miss, Tenn., 
Tex., and Va. 
MusTARD GREENS 
State 1955 1056 
(actual cases) 
(*) (*) 
Maryland............ 14,352 16,085 
Ozarks 532,807 411.658 
Other states 150,424 157 271 


Included in other states, which include Calif, 
Fa., Mis, Tenn., Tex., and Va. 
CANNERS’ Stocks or SPINACH 
Following is a summary of canrers’ 
stocks of canned spinach on March 1 
compared with a year earlier: 


1955. 56 1950 57 
(actual cases) 

Carryover, March | 760,818 1, 234.674 

5.8 400 6.88% 

Total supply 6,500,218 7,516,213 

Stocks, March ! 1,234,074 602,698 
Bhipments, March 1 

Marre). 6.86. 660 5.018, 87 


* Carryover from 1056 pack into 1057-58 season. 
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1956 Pack of Baby Foods 


The pack of canned baby foods dur- 
ing the calendar year 1956 totaled 
160,757,152 dozens, compared with the 
1955 pack of 157,448,109 dozens, ac- 
cording to a report by the N.C.A. Di- 
vision of Statistics. 


Type of Pack 1955 1956 
(dosens) (dosens) 
Strained.......... 110,248,970 118,840,804 
Chopped.......... 38,100, 130 41,907 258 
U. .. 187.448. 100 100.767.132 
STRAINED 
Product 1955 1056 
(dosens) (dosens) 
Vegetable ........ 26,207,052 24.764. 320 
42,220,730 45. 790. 086 
Meat products 33.818. 466 34.088. 078 
Custards and 
16,012,742 14,206,510 
G.. cece 119,248,979 118,849,804 
CHOPPED 
Product 1055 1056 
) (dosens) 
Vegetables. ....... 5,345,101 5,077 86 
12,002,036 12,557,001 
Meat products..... 16,601 , 837 19.348.004 
Custards 
cc 4,070,006 4,023 8486 
U. Tell... 38,190,130 41,007 , 258 


Conference on Weights 


The 42nd National Conference on 
Weights and Measures will be held 
at the Sheraton Park Hotel, Wash- 
ington, D. C., June 8-7, according to 
the National Bureau of Standards, 
the sponsor of the conference, which 
invites the attendance of N.C.A. 
members. 


Topics scheduled for discussion at 
the Conference included current ac- 
tivities of the Bureau of Standards; 
weights and measures administration 
in England; packing house products; 
testing LP Gas liquid meters; a survey 
of weights and measures laws, regula- 
tions, and personnel in the United 
States; long-range planning of a 
state weights and measures program; 
organization and procedures of the 
National Conference on Weights and 
Mesures; weights and measures in 
Canada; and Committee recommenda- 
tions, including education, laws and 
regulations, and specifications and 
tolerances. 

Program details will be available 
about the middle of April upon re- 
quest to W. 8. Bussey, Secretary, Na- 
tional Conference on Weights and 
Meesures, National Bureau of Stand- 
ards, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Tomatoes for Canning 


The Agricultural Serv- 
ice of USDA has issued U. S. stand- 
ards for Italian type tomatoes for 
canning. 

The standards were developed at 
the request of canners, principally in 
the East, who process whole Italian 
type tomatoes. The standards provide 
two grades, U. S. No. 1 and U. S. No. 
2, as a basis for contract between 
growers and processors. 

Text of the standards was pub- 
lished in the Federal Register of 
April 6. 


California Fish Canners Assn. 


Harold P. Requa, Jr., Westgate- 
California Tuna Packing Co., San 
Diego, has been elected president of 
the California Fish Canners Associa- 
tion, Inc. 

Joseph Mardesich, Franco-Italian 
Packing Co., Terminal Island, was 
elected vice president, and Charles R. 
Carry, Terminal Island, reelected ex- 
ecutive director. 


Canners League of California 


Oscar R. Hayes of H. J. Heinz Co., 
Tracy, was elected president of the 
Canners League of California at the 
group’s 58d annual meeting. Hamil- 
ton C. Davis of Walnut Creek Can- 
ning Co., Walnut Creek, was elected 
vice president. 

M. A. Clevenger, executive vice 
president, R. J. Marsh, secretary- 
treasurer, and E. B. Murphy, as- 
sistant secretary, were reelected. 


Illinois Canners Association 


Foods, Inc., 

elected of the Com 
ners Association. 

Horace Larkin of Rochelle Aspar- 
agus Company, Rochelle, was elected 
vice president, and W. D. Jones of 
Streator, was reelected secretary- 
treasurer. 


New Jersey Canners Assn. 


George McCandless of Central Can- 
ning Company, Cedarville, has been 
elected president of the New Jersey 
Canners Association. 

William S. Bonham, William Lan- 
ing & Son Company, Bridgeton, was 
elected vice president, and Newlin B. 
Watson, R. S. Watson & Son, Green- 
wich, was reelected secretary-treas- 
urer. 


Family Tests Canned Foods 
in Defense Emergency Kit 


The value of canned foods in the 
emergency supply recommended by the 
Federal Civil Defense Administration 
was tested recently by an Oklahoma 
City family, and reported March 18 
over radio station WTOP, Washing- 
ton, D. C. The following is taken from 
the radio script: 

“Something new and different was 
tried out at the Jesse Plummer home 
in Oklahoma City a few weeks ago. 
The Plummers—mom, dad, three kids 
—volunteered to become guinea pigs 
for the civil defense survival diet. 
They lived for four days on nonper- 
ishable foods. Since it seems probable 
that no natural gas or electricity 
would be available under emergency 
conditions, Mrs. Plummer did all their 
cooking with makeshift materials. 

“The first day’s menu consisted of 
canned breakfast sausages, cold cereal 
and steamed pumpernickel bread. 
Sandwiches, canned soup and milk 
made a tasty lunch. And canned stew, 
baked pota were wrap 
in aluminum foil and baked in a wood- 
burning fireplace. Canned string 
beans, fruit and tea made a healthful 
dinner. Everyone concerned thought 
the experiment was a great success. 

“Mrs. Plummer recommended that 
every housewife store an emergency 
food and water supply. She's been 
doing it for years because she says it’s 

insurance for any emergency.” 


Northwest Packers & Growers 


Courtney D. Lasselle of Portland 
Canning Co., Inc., Sherwood, Ore., was 
elected president of Northwest Pack- 
ers and Growers, Inc., at the group’s 
llth annual meeting. 

Adolph R. Hraba, Alderman Farms 
Frozen Foods, Inc., Dayton, Ore., was 
elected vice president, and William E. 
Yeomans, Portland, Ore., reelected 
secretary-treasurer. 


Virginia Canners Association 


George Cristall of the Patrick Can- 
ning Co., Stuart, was reelected presi- 
dent of the Virginia Canners Associa- 
tion at the group’s 49th annual con- 
vention recently. 

8. G. Wimmer, S. G. Wimmer & 
Son, Christiansburg, was reelected 
vice president, and E. 8. Marshall, 
Roanoke, was reelected secretary- 
treasurer. 
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Information Letter 


Status of Legislation 


Agricultural trade 
S. 1814 (Ellender of La.), to 
Title I authorizations from 
to $4 billion and extend P. 480 to 
June 30, 1958, was passed by the 
Senate April 1 and was the subject of 
a hearing 1 the oe Agriculture 
Committee arc 


Antimerger R. 21438 

(Celler of N to require prior 

notification of corporate mergers, was 

approved, with amendments, by a 
Judiciary Subcommittee April 

4. S. 198 (O'Mahoney of Wyo.) is 

——1 before Senate Antimonopoly 
beommittee. 


Corporate tas extension—H. R. 
4090, extending corporate and excise 
taxes for 15 months—to June 30, 
1958, was signed by the President 
March 29 and is P.L. 85-12. 


Defense procurement—S, 1537 (Me- 
Clellan of Ark. and McCarthy of 
Wis.) and a number of com nion 
bills in the House, to create a “Supply 
and Service Administration” in the 
— rtment of Defense for purchase 

distribution of common supply 
i in line with Hoover Commis- 
sion recommendations, have been in- 
troduced and referred to Armed Serv- 
ices Committees, which are awaiting 
comments from the Department. 


FDA chemical additives—Bills pro- 
viding for FDA control over addition 
of chemicals to food have been intro- 
duced. FDA informed House Inter- 
state Commerce Committee on March 
6 that an FDA proposal is now before 
the Budget Bureau for approval and 
will be submitted to Congress as soon 
as it is cleared. Agenda for hearings 
expected to be announced soon. 


Government contracte—H. R. 722, 
to amend the Robinson-Patman Act 
so as to make sales to nonprofit insti- 
tutions for resale, subject to the Act, 
will be the subject of hearin py 
House Judiciary Committee after it 
receives statements from government 
agencies concerned. 


ICC agricultural exemption—S. 
1689 (Magnuson of Wash.) cad H. R. 
5823 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 

ricultural exemption in sec. 203 

)(6) of the Interstate Commerce 

ct, have been introduced. 

ICC private carriers—S. 1490 
(Magnuson of Wash.), to require pri- 
vate motor carriers to register with 
the ICC 128 was the subject of 
hearin b Senate Commerce 
Committee 1 20-22. A companion 
bill, H. R. 5664 (Harris of Ark.), w 
the subject of hearings by the House 
Commerce Committee March 28-29. 

Marketing orders, cranberries—A 
number of bills to amend the Agricul- 
tural Marketing A ment Act so as 
to authorize marketing orders for 


raise 
billion 


cranberries for canning, have been in- 

troduced. No action N. C. A. 

opposes. 

number of bills to the 
toes of a lower grade than U.S. 


o. 2, a. 1 certain conditions, will 
be the subject of hearings by the 
House Agriculture Committee April 
15-16. N. C. A. opposes application to 
canning. 


Poultry inspection—S. 1747 (Aiken 
of Vt). providi for compulsory 
USDA — produets, 
was reported b 4 — iculture 
Committee as a “deen bill March 28. 


Robinson-Patman Act—S. 11 (Ke- 
fauver of Tenn.) and H. R. 11 (Pat- 
man of Tex.), to restrict 
faith defense against a charge of price 
discrimination, was the tubject of 
hearings by the Senate Antitrust 
Subcommittee March 12-20 and March 
26-April 5. 


Wage-Hour—Various bills to in- 
crease the minimum wage 
coverage and eliminate existi ex- 
emptions in the Fair Labor Standards 
Act, were the subject of hearings by 
the Senate Labor Committee. The 
House Labor Subcommittee continues 
to hear witnesses. 


2 ae R. 1082 (Byrnes 

of Wis.), R. 2463 (Lipscomb of 
Calif.), and H. R. 4134 (Simpson of 
Pa.), to allow rapid amortization of 
waste dis 1 facilities and treat- 
ment wor have been introduced. 
N. C. A. supports the the which 
is before Means 
Committee. 


Potato Labeling and Marketing 


Legislation described as the Na- 
tional Potato Marketing Act or Na- 
tional Potato Grade Labeling Act will 
be the subject of a hearing by a sub- 
committee of the House Committee on 
Agriculture on April 15 and 16. The 
bills before the Committee would pro- 
hibit the marketing of any potatoes 
that fall below the requirements of 
U. 8. No. 2 grade. 


The Secretary of Agriculture, how- 
ever, would be given discretionary au- 
thority to exempt from the grade 
limitation, potatoes for canning if 
they meet the grade requirements in 
all respects except for size. He also 
could suspend the grade limitation 
whenever he were to find that the sup- 
ply of U. 8. No. 2 or higher grades 
would not be sufficient to meet normal 
market requirements. All potatoes 
would have to be labeled to show the 
state of production and the U. S. or 
state grade, as shown by an official 
certificate. 

The grade and labeling require- 
ments of the bills would become ef- 
fective when favored by two-thirds 
of the producers voting in a refer- 
endum conducted by the Secretary 
of Agriculture. The bills also would 
create a National Potato Committee 
to be appointed by the Secretary to 
consider and make recommendations 
with respect to the provisions of the 
legislation. 
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